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Learning Outcomes:  

On successful completion of this module a student will be able to  

1. Identify and describe the characteristics of the authors studied and analyse their   

       connections with other authors and literary movements.  

2.  Employ a highly developed range of interpretive textual strategies using appropriate   

 critical  vocabulary and theory.    

3.  Examine US culture and history as contexts for the work of the writers on the course.   

4.  Differentiate between the significant theorists and theories of race.  

5.  Generate research questions through the applied techniques of literature review,         

      bibliographic enquiry, database and archive search.  

6.   Evaluate prose fiction and non-fiction in sophisticated written and oral presentation.  

7.  Articulate publicly and in an informed way on contemporary events.  

  

Learning Aims:  

In this option we (emphasis on we) explore what James Baldwin called the ‘interracial 

drama’, of black-white relations in the US, focusing on prose fiction and non-fiction from the 

20th century onwards. We’ll examine: developing theories of race in the period and how these 

are aligned with their social and historical moments; how they relate to what we now call 

ethnicity; how prose fiction and non-fiction has been a significant actor in these 

developments. Option themes include: the historical legacy of slavery; segregation and post-

segregation; race and law; the ethics of representation; race and class; the nature of activism--

from Civil Rights, the Nation of Islam to #BlackLivesMatter and, sadly, the lack of a sense of 

an ending.  

  

Students considering taking this option need to be aware that course materials may include 

racially offensive terms and attitudes, and that these are necessarily part of our discussions.  

  

Content:   

Course texts will be drawn from the following: James Baldwin, Selected Essays and The Fire 

Next Time; Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me; Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man; 

William Faulkner, Intruder in the Dust; Fifty Cent, From Pieces to Weight; Martin Luther 

King, ‘Letter from a Birmingham Jail’; Toni Morrison, Beloved; Flannery O’Connor, 

Selected Stories; Claudia Rankine, Citizen; Katherine Stockett, The Help; Mark Twain, The 

Tragedy of Puddn’head Wilson; Alice Walker, Meridian and Malcolm X, The Autobiography 

of Malcolm X.  There will also be a special session on representations of the murder of 

Emmet Till.  We will also look at racial theorists, including W. E. B. DuBois, Franz Fanon, 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr  and Cornel West.  A final syllabus will be available in May 2022.  

  

  

  

Assessment Details:   

This module will be assessed by one essay (5,000 ‐ 6,000 words).    
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Preliminary Reading List:   

See above for course texts.  A final syllabus will be available in May.  

  
 


